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% . London SW1A 2BM, UK
e 28 COUNCIL T.+44(0207389%194

%% BRITI S H British Council, 10 Spring Gardens

F +44 {0}20 7389 3088
arts@britishcouncil.org

www.britishcouncii.org

RE: Invitation to participate in the International Architecture and Design
Showcase 2012

Dear Ambassador,

The British Council are pleased to invite you to participate in the International
Architecture and Design Showcase 2012 {IADS).

To mark the London 2012 Games and to embrace the Olympic values of internationat
respect, excellence, equality and friendship the British Council will be hosting a 3
month showcase of events in international architecture and design. The IADS will
form part of the London 2012 festival which will begin on June 21, opening with
London Festival of Architecture (June 23"), closing with London Design Festival
(September 23™) and running throughout the Olympic and Paratympic games.

The British Council are offering Embassies and Cultural Instilutes an opportunity to
showcase the work in architecture and design from countries around the world.
Participation couid take the form of an exhibition, installation or events programme in
London, further details are available in the attached documents.

Further defails of the British Council's programme for 2012 can be found on our
-website at www.britishcouncil.org/london2012. | have also enclosed a capy of the

guide from 2010 for reference.

Project proposals should be submitted by Wednesday November 9% 2011.

Please do not hesitate to contact us should you have any further questions, we would
be delighted to meet with you and discuss your ideas over the coming weeks.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Gt~ 7 Hordbn ol

Vicky Richardson Tamara Horbacka
Director Architecture Design Fashion Curator IADS 2012
British Council British Council
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British Council 2012 Programme

The International Showease 2012 will run from the 21st June to the 23rd September in
parinership with the London Festival of Architecture and the London Design Festival. The
International Showcase 2012 will be represented within the London 2012 Festival, the
culmination of the Cultural Olymgpiad.

Inspired by the international focus on London for 2012, the International Architecture and
Design Showcase 2012 will provide a significant opportunity to showcase projects which give
a unique insight into architecture and design from around the world. By participating in this
programme embassies and cultural institutes will lead a global debate about architecture,
design and issues that are vital to cities and communilies around the world,

The focus of the International Architecture and Design Showcase 2012 will be to draw upon
the relationship between architecture, design, the creative induslries and the cultural context
of citles. We are interested in projects and examples from arcund the world which show how
cities and their inhabitants are incubators and leaders of extraordinary cultural, sociai,
technological and environmental ehange. Pro;ects can take a variety of forms;

+ Specially commissioned pavilions
» Exhibitions, displays and interaclive instaliations
« Talks, film'screenings, workshops and collaborative initiatives

Embassies are encouraged to develop projects which are bold, innovative, imaginative and
interdisciplinary in their approach.

The international Architecture and Design Showcase 2012 wilt launch during the London
Festival of Architecture. The theme of the LFA 2012 is "The Playful City’ and embassies and -
cultural institutes are invited 1o respond by, showcasing work from their country by architects
and designers which inspires and challenges our perceptions of the possibilities of
archltecture and design to revive and shape our collective fuiures.

The Internatmnai Architeciure and Design Showcase 2012 will provide a forum for cultural
dialogue and international exchange. The British Counci, in partnership with international
organisations, will curate a three month programme of global debate, which will bring together
Ieadlng voices from architecture and design amongst others, to lead a truly international
enquiry into the role of architecture and design to transform our world. Embassies and
Cultural Institutes will be invited to join this programme by sefecting speakers to participate in.
the events.

The International Showcase 2012 will conclude with the London Design Festival in
September, where we will focus our attention on design and creativity in London. Through the
LDF we will highlight the important role that the creative industries play, both in the UK and
internationatly.

GBR1223R-2



The Hub .
We are seeking a major venue to act as a public atiraction and destination point for the
International Showcase 2012, This will be a central London location where participating

countries will be able to mount exhibitions, events, informal talks, workshops, fitra seraenings;
construct pavilions and create.installations.

We are keen to hear from embassies and cultural institules who wish 1o participate in this
shared space.

Awards .
All participating countries will automatically be entered for our Silver Pigeon award for

Architecture, to be announced during London Festivat of Architecture, and an award (tbe) for
design, to be announced during London Design Festival.

Background

The International Architecture and Design Showease 2012 builds on the success of The
Embassies Project in 2008, and the International Architecture Showcase in 2010 (organised
in partnership with the Architecture Foundation). In 2010 we involved approximately 40
embassies in the International Architecture Showcase, which organised a variety of talks,
installations, exhibitions and events attracting over 15,000 visitors during the 2 wesk festival.

Roles

The International Showcase 2012 is being organised by the British Council as part of the
British Council 2012 Programme for the London 2012 Festival, The British Council will work in
partnership with each parlicipating country to help facititate their contribution to the
programme, primarily through curatorial guidance and practical advice. The British Councit

will co-ordinate press, publicity and marketing for the showcase as part of the British Couneil
2012 Programme.

The British Council will form an advisory pane! for the International Architecture and Design
Showcase 2012. These members will alse join the Jury for the International Architecture and
Design Showcase 2012 Awards.

Each paniicipating embassy or cultural centre is expected to fund or seek sponsorship to
cover all expenses related to the commissioning, installation and de-installation of their
proposed project.

The Brifish Council is unable to fund projects directly.

Key Dates in 2012

International Showcase 2012: 21st June — 23" September

London 2012 Festival Cultural Olympiad: 21st June - 8th September
Olympic Games: 27th July - 12th August

Paralympic Games: 28th August - 9th September

tondon Festival of Architecture: 23rd June - 8th July

London Design Festival: 15th ~ 23rd September

For further engquiries please contact:
Tamara Horbacka

Curator

Tamara Horbackagbritishcoungil.or
Tel +44 (0)7974 083 601

Lauren McKirdy
Project Assistant

Lauren Mckirdy@british couneil.org
Tel +44(0)20 7380 4770
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